FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE CHINESE REPUBLIC

rebel" in Ms attempt to free Ms felloes from the
slavery of Manchu rule.

I think that every one of those 210 miles was a
Via Dolorosa to Sun. He knew the pains and the
penalties, the disappointments and the sufferings
that would come with the holding of the office of
first President of the republic. The republic was
established, but for how long? If he could only
keep it together until there should be something
of recognition in the councils of the world, some-
thing to show the Chinese people that the repub-
lic was a success, then well and good. But if he
should fail, then again he would be the exile, and
this time with the contumely of the people upon
Mm.

Many a leader, in Sun's place would not have
gone to Nanking, except as a passing yet honored
guest. Such a leader would have tried to avoid
the presidential offer with a humorous evasion:
**Q-entlemen, don't you think I have done my
share? Now please let me sit by and watch you
do yours. I have been exiled from China for a
long time and should like to enjoy the home-
coming. I really am not prepared for such
serious business, so let some other man step up
and tackle the job where I leave off. For thirty
years I have had rather hard work keeping my
head on my shoulders. Don't you think it would
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